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globalnews.org.uk  
classroom activity 

 
Activity: What’s in the news? 
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Conventional News values Alternative News values * 
1. Timely – taking place at a time when the issue 
is at the forefront such as coinciding with an 
international summit, e.g. report on the impact of 
AIDS in Africa when a conference on AIDS is 
being held in Africa; reports on the environment at 
the time of the Earth summit etc. 
2. Important – the story should be seen as 
‘significant’ and involve a lot of people. This is 
why news of the developing world is so often 
dominated by large scale disasters such as 
famine or floods etc. 
3. Near – the closer to home or the greater the 
connection to home the more likely the story is to 
be reported, e.g. if British tourists are suddenly 
caught up in a civil war or disaster it is likely to be 
reported whereas it might otherwise not have 
been. 
4. Controversial – an element of controversy or 
conflict of any kind helps sell stories.  
5. Bizarre – unusual, quirky or amusing stories 
often make the news. 

1. Avoid catastrophic images in favour of 
considering root problems and the internal and 
external issues and difficulties which give rise to 
problems – political, structural and natural. 
2. Preserve human dignity by providing 
sufficient background information on people’s 
social, cultural, economic and environmental 
contexts; highlight what people are doing to take 
responsibility for themselves. 
3. Provide accounts by the people concerned 
rather than interpretations by a third party.  
4. Provide more frequent and more positive 
images of women – not just as helpless, 
dependent victims.  
5. Avoid all forms of generalisation, 
stereotyping and discrimination – racial, 
sexual, cultural, religious etc. 

* based on a code of conduct drawn up by a 
group of European Non Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) 
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News service Leading news stories  
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‘It is ultimately a professional challenge to report what really happened [in the world on any 
particular day]. Here’s some more news from yesterday: Nearly 14,000 people became infected 
with HIV; some 1,400 women died in childbirth (thousands more became disabled); more than 
5,000 people died of tuberculosis and a similar number of children from diarrhoeal diseases; and 
800 million people remained chronically undernourished. Let’s try and get the faces [and hear the 
voices] behind the figures.  
Dipankar De Sarkar, Panos Institute. 
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...globalnews.org.uk worksheet... 
 
Activity: What’s in the news? Sheet 1 
This sheet may be completed individually or in groups 
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Leading story 
title  

Summary of story in 30 words 
or less 

I/we have chosen this 
story because...  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Second story 
title  

Summary of story in 30 words 
or less 

I/we have chosen this 
story because...  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Third story 
title  

Summary of story in 30 words 
or less 

I/we have chosen this 
story because... 
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...globalnews.org.uk worksheet... 
 
Activity: What’s in the news? Sheet 2 
This sheet may be completed individually or in groups 


